First Quarter Activities: Army

The 65th Field Artillery Brigade is preparing for
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its largest training event of the year over the next
three months. Representatives from the brigade
headquarters, both Utah cannon battalions,
a rocket battalion from North Carolina, and a
brigade-support battalion from California will come
together at Camp Guernsey, Wyo., in February to
finish planning the brigade’s annual training. The
event will be held in May but will be preceded by
two live-fire exercises at Camp Williams, Utah
in March and April. These exercises will prepare
each of the cannon battalions and the brigade
headquarters to shoot, move, and communicate
effectively prior to coming together with the other
units participating in the collective exercise in
Wyoming. The brigade commander’s primary
training focus is to effectively communicate and
to safely synchronize cannon and rocket fires. We
will also be training with the 144th Area Support
Medical Company and 19th Special Forces Group
(Airborne) Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)
Platoon this spring.
The 2nd Battalion, 222nd Field Artillery is
aggressively preparing for live-fire-artillery
operations by conducting safety certifications for
howitzer and fire-direction crews. The battalion is
also preparing communications systems and the
staff is finishing its deliberate decision-making
process. The 213th Forward Support Company
has a sustainment training exercise planned in
coordination with Cedar City local authorities. The
exercise will surround a disaster-response scenario
and involve training on supply distribution. The

2-211th Aviation Battalion will conduct this training
along with the 213th. The battalion is continuing
to conduct key-leader engagements with local
officials in order to strengthen relationships and
inform them of how the National Guard can assist
during local emergencies.
The 1st Battalion, 145th Field Artillery continues
its mission as the CBRN Enhanced Response
Force Package (CERFP) headquarters and
Casualty Assistance and Support Element (CASE)
in support of the Utah Homeland Response Force
(HRF). The battalion will conduct individual safety
tests and crew certifications for cannon crewmen
and fire-direction personnel in preparation for
March and April live-fire exercises. Leader and
crew-level certifications will also take place
during the next few months. The battalion plans
to conduct individual weapons qualification during
February drill. Live-fire and communications
exercises in March and April will serve as the final
rehearsal for the brigade and battalion’s annual
training in Wyoming.

Members

of 19th Special Forces Group
(SFG) (Airborne) are currently in preparation
for Warfighter 16-4, a warfighter exercise to be
held at Fort Bragg, N.C. in March and April. The
warfighter exercise provides a virtual battlefield
with realistic demands designed to hone battle
management skills. This warfighter is designed
to exercise the 19th SFG (A)’s mission command
functions and systems. Participation of a SFG
headquarters in the warfighter is a first and is

The Utah Cross, a medal for bravery, was
presented by Brig. Gen. Dallen Atack, left,
Assistant Adjutant General, to Sgt. Austin
Miller, right, Bravo Battery, 2nd Battalion,
222nd Field Artillery, in a ceremony at
the St. George Armory, Jan. 10, 2016.
Sgt. Miller witnessed a traffic accident
Sept. 17, 2015, while in the service of
the Utah National Guard in support of
the Hildale flood, search-and-recovery
operations. Miller took immediate action,
rushing to aid a 14-year-old boy who was
critically injured. Miller’s heroic actions,
decisive judgment and quick and accurate
decisions helped save the boy’s life.
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meant to integrate Special Operations Forces and
conventional forces’ interdependence, integration
and interoperability--basically to bring awareness
and learning to both sides for a potential realworld mission.
Approximately 85 Soldiers are deployed to
Operation Enduring Freedom.
The 19th SFG (A) is to remain relevant with
the Theater Special Operations Command
and focus efforts in the existing relationship
within the State Partnership Program (SPP),
focusing on languages in support of those
SPPs. Unconventional Warfare, trade craft
and Unmanned Aerial System capabilities will
remain at the forefront of the 19th SFG(A)’s
efforts. Training guidance from higher command
includes language training and increased
language capability, Unconventional Warfare
skill-set development, senior and junior leader
development and incorporating combatives into
all collective training events.
The Group continues teaching courses such
as Advanced Urban Combat Course, Achilles
Dagger, Special Operations Jump Master and
Level II Special Forces Sniper Course.

The 1-211th Attack Reconnaissance Battalion

(ARB) has completed the most successful
Aviation Resource Management Survey (ARMS)
inspection in the history of the unit during this
quarter. While this inspection represents the most
challenging and comprehensive inspection that
an aviation unit can undergo, it also represents
a high level of unit readiness. The battalion was
given a commendable in the areas of Tactical
Operations (TACOPS), Personnel Recovery, and
Standardization (flight program management) with
many by-name mentions. The most impressive
achievement of the inspection was the Petroleum
Readiness section receiving a 100 percent score.
This has never happened in Utah’s history and
has only occurred a handful of times in the history
of the ARMS inspection in either active duty or
reserve component units.
The 1-211th ARB national-level events this
quarter included a trip to Arizona for the first
gunfighter exercise. This event was a competition
for the best AH-64D aircrew. The training and
evaluations
included
live-aircraft-weapons
employment, tactical-mission planning, air-toground communications and air-to-air integration.
All of this training was also highlighted at a
national level as part of the fight to keep the
Apache in the National Guard. With the final out
brief of the National Commission on the Future

Staff of the 19th Special Forces Group (Airborne)
conduct warfighter training during January drill in
preparation for Warfighter 16-04 in Fort Bragg,
N.C., which will take place spring 2016.
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of the Army scheduled for the Jan. 28, 2016, the
gunfighter event was adroitly scheduled and well
attended by both members of Senate, Congress,
and general officers from state and national levels.
While rumors continue to fly about the future
of the Utah National Guard Aviation, the realities
of Aviation Restructuring Initiative (ARI) are taking
effect this next quarter with the transfer of six AH64D aircraft from Utah to the newly formed 2-6
Armed Recon Squadron in Hawaii. However, due
to our mission requirements with the upcoming
rotation to JRTC, Utah is scheduled to receive
six AH-64D aircraft from other National Guard
Apache units in the same time period. The
1-211th ARB leadership, in conjunction with our
state leadership, is poised to move ahead with the
final decisions of Army leadership in regards to
ARI and are anticipating a favorable future for the
Apache in the Utah National Guard. Long live the
Air Pirates!
The 2-211th General Support Aviation
Battalion spent 2015 preparing for mobilizations
and inspections. Annual training in June was
the first time the battalion was able to train with
subordinate units from Iowa, and an exchange
team of medical officers from the Netherlands.
Both groups enjoyed the incredible training
environment of the Utah west desert. August
also brought a successful rotation to the National
Training Center for MEDEVAC aircrew, where
they validated their readiness and capacity prior to
a mid-October departure. It was then that DET 2,
C CO, 5-159th MEDEVAC said goodbye to loved
ones and departed for Fort Hood and Afghanistan.
They are currently performing MEDEVAC
operations throughout the country with some of
the aircrew having already seen combat “up close
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and personal.” Also in October came a much
needed preparatory visit from the National Guard
Bureau Aviation Resource Training Assistance
Team, which preceded the intense, in-depth,
and exhaustive ARMS inspection a month later.
Fortunately, the battalion scored incredibly well in
all areas surveyed receiving high marks and many
honorable mentions. The end of the year proved
to be difficult and taxing; there were more support
missions, additional training requirements, and
new equipment to master, but the Warhorses met
the challenges!

The

300th Military Intelligence (MI) Brigade
(Linguist) recently deployed its Multi-Component
Unit (MCU) to support the 101st Airborne Division
(Air Assault). The brigade conducted a departure
ceremony on Jan. 4 for the Soldiers and their
families. The historic deployment marks the first
time that Soldiers of the Utah Army National
Guard are augmenting an active duty division
headquarters as a part of a deployment. The
MCU is currently at Fort Campbell, Ky., making
final preparations and will deploy to Iraq with the
rest of the 101st in mid-February.
The 300th MI welcomed a new command chief
warrant officer to the brigade during a promotion
ceremony and a change of responsibility. Chief
Warrant Officer 5 Neil Buckley was promoted and
took over the responsibility from Chief Warrant
Officer 5 Kelvin Green in a ceremony conducted
at the brigade headquarters on Jan. 10. Buckley
joins Col. Greg Hadfield and Command Sgt. Maj.
Eric Anderson as a part of the command team.
Buckley was assigned as the senior warrant officer
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for the 142nd MI Battalion before being promoted
and taking on the responsibilities at the brigade.
Green served the brigade in an exceptional
manner and is now assigned to the Joint Force
Headquarters Utah in the G2 Directorate.
In March the 300th MI will host its 27th annual
language conference. The annual conference
serves as a platform for productive and valuable
exchange of information on issues involving
military intelligence linguists.
The year’s
conference theme is “Speak the Culture” and will
highlight the importance of cultural fluency as a
key element to enhancing language proficiency.
Keynote speakers include the U.S. Army
Intelligence and Security Command (INSCOM)
Commanding General, Maj. Gen. George J. Franz
III, director of the Training and Doctrine Command
Culture Center; Mr. John Bird; and distinguished
members of academia to discuss the important
role that culture and language proficiency play in
maintaining our national security.
The 300th MI continues to support various
training and real-world missions throughout the
world. In February, the organization will deploy
linguists to Thailand for the Cobra Gold training
mission as well as to Morocco to support Utah’s
State Partnership Program. In March, the brigade
will again send several Soldiers to participate in
South Korea’s Key Resolve Exercise. In April,
linguists of the 300th MI will be in Mauritania for
Saharan Express and again in Morocco for African
Lion. The language capabilities of the 300th MI
provide critical capabilities to the U.S. Army.

The

204th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade
(MEB) held its annual induction ceremony for
noncommissioned officers (NCO) in January. This
ceremony welcomed more than 60 new NCOs to

leadership service in the brigade. This annual
event teaches NCOs about the traditions,
heritage, and responsibilities of the NCO Corps.
Command Sgt. Maj. Rick Thalman and State
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Miller welcomed
the new NCOs to the 204th MEB and charged
them with the maintenance of good order and
discipline within the brigade. The command
team of the 204th MEB recognizes the value
of a strong and motivated NCO Corps and this
ceremony establishes a baseline of honorable
service for the NCOs of the 204th MEB.
The 204th MEB also began a long-term
engagement with AFRICOM, the Defense
Threat Reduction Agency, the U.S. Embassy
in Morocco and most importantly, the Kingdom
of Morocco and the Army Engineers. Over the
next three to five years, trainers and leaders
of the 204th MEB, and its assigned battalions,
will engage with and instruct Moroccan soldiers
on the tactics, techniques and skills involved
in humanitarian, mine-assistance efforts within
the Kingdom of Morocco. These engagements
began with the professional engineer design
and construction of a world-class, training
facility in Kenitra, Morocco. Design engineers
from the 115th Engineer Facilities Detachment
provided technical expertise and project design.
Combat engineers and other qualified MEB
personnel will provide the expertise for future
engagements on de-mining and explosiveordnance disposal. This long-term engagement
will benefit the 204th MEB and the Kingdom of
Morocco. “Essayons!”

The 97th Troop Command units and Soldiers

have been focusing on readiness and
preparedness with a special emphasis on
family readiness. Participants of the Military
Engagement Team attended a Disaster
Preparedness Program Exchange in Kenitra,
Morocco in preparation for the two-week
exercise, “Maghreb Mantlet 2016” that will
take place March 11-26. Two additional events
will be conducted in February focusing on

Utah National Guard members listen to Col. Bejjih,
commander of the Unite de Secour et Sauvetage,
welcome participants to the Maghreb Mantlet
exercise design exchange Dec. 12, 2015.

Col. Burnhope (UTNG), Col. Bejjih (Morocco FAR-USS), Capt.
West (UTNG), Capt. Garner (UTNG), Lt. Col. Bouidia (Morocco
FAR-USS), Master Sgt. Edwards (UTNG) and Staff Sgt. Mayer
(SPMAGTF) standing above the site for vertical-extraction training
used during the Maghreb Mantlet 2016 field exercise Dec. 16, 2015.

Tech Sgt. Alan Robins, 151st Security Forces Squadron,
participates in a simulated, assault-training exercise at the
Military Operations in Urban Terrain Range, Camp Williams,
Utah. Security Forces Airmen are regularly deployed to various
undisclosed locations to supplement the active-duty component.

further developing and designing the exercise,
conducting practical exercises utilizing the
Incident Command System (ICS) and preparing
incident action plans, developing and sharing
techniques for regional-response planning, and
Urban Search and Rescue training including
lifting and moving obstacles, interior shoring
and rope familiarization.
“Maghreb Mantlet 2016” aims to combine all
of these skills in a two-phased, culminating
exercise whereby participants will utilize learned
techniques in both command-post and searchand-rescue operations. After a simulated,
catastrophic hurricane and earthquake, military
and civilian participants will use ICS principles
to facilitate a unified, command-post response,
while rescuers simultaneously demonstrate
their search-and-rescue training. The second
week will follow with a field training, functional
exercise in Lamjaara, Morocco where the
focus will be on search-and-rescue techniques
including vertical rescue, water rescue, and
wide-area search.
This next quarter will not just focus on disaster
preparedness with our local and international
partners, but on the home front as well with
major commands (MACOM) and Homeland
Response Force (HRF) training. The HRF will
conduct an exercise in March in preparation
for a collective, deployment-readiness exercise
in May. They will also participate in “Dixie
Thunder,” a local emergency-response exercise
in Washington County, Feb. 22-25. The HRF
full-time staff will also be highly engaged and
proactive representing Utah and FEMA Region
VIII at multiple national HRF council meetings.
The 85th Civil Support Team (CST) continues
to practice its response procedures through
multiple exercises and training events. The 85th
received “T” ratings on its external evaluation
in December in all mission-essential tasks.
They will participate in “Konfitma 2016,” a joint
exercise with Guam and Hawaii’s CSTs Feb. 24–
March 8 and will also participate in Washington
County’s “Red Rocks” Exercise March 14-18.
The 97th Troop Command (TC) units will
continue to enhance and validate readiness and
responsiveness through external evaluations to
include the 23rd Army Band who will receive a
technical inspection March 5-6. The MACOM
will also concentrate on individual readiness
through a combined, MACOM, weaponsqualification drill in April. The 97th TC remains
ready to support its community, state, country
and foreign partners.

First Quarter Activities: Air

On Jan. 19, additional Airmen from Roland R.

Wright Air National Guard Base departed from
Salt Lake City International Airport for a six-month
deployment. These 15 individuals will augment
more than 80 Airmen already deployed to
various undisclosed locations to supplement the
active-duty component in security, maintenance,
logistics, civil engineering, computer and financial
support, and the medical career fields.
These deployments come on the cusp of
the Utah Air National Guard completing a Unit
Effectiveness Inspection, and more than 90
Airmen from the 151st Operations, Maintenance,
Logistics, and Medical Squadrons returning from
Anderson Air Force Base in Guam.
When asked about the operation tempo, the
151st Air Refueling Wing is experiencing, Col. Kurt
Davis, vice wing commander said, “for nearly 70
years the Utah Air National Guard has been doing
what we do best: training and deploying Airmen
to fly, fight and win, in air space and cyberspace.
We are so proud of our heritage and the citizen
Airmen who continually work diligently to preserve
our legacy of service.”

The 151st Air Refueling Wing hosted its seventh
annual Interfaith Devotional at the Roland R.
Wright Air National Guard Base dining facility Jan.
10, featuring retired Marine Corporal Kenneth
Toone as guest speaker.

Retired Marine Cpl. Kenneth Toone shares his posttraumatic-stress disorder story with members of the Utah Air
National Guard at the seventh annual Interfaith Devotional
at Roland R. Wright Air National Guard Base on Jan. 10.

During his speech, Toone described a traumatic
experience he had while deployed to Iraq in 2003
in which he and his fellow Marines mistakenly
killed and wounded several Iraqi civilians who
were caught in the midst of a firefight between his
Fox Company and the Iraqi Army while trying to
drive away from the chaos that was raging in their
city.
“I was not prepared to deal with the emotions
that resulted from that day,” said Toone. “I often
wondered who those people were, what happened
to them, and if they survived to get the medical
help they so desperately needed.”
Toone opened up about his subsequent battle
with post-traumatic-stress disorder following the
deployment. He turned to drugs and alcohol and
other self-harming behaviors to numb the pain
and quiet the fears, he said, and eventually he lost
his marriage, his home and his friendships.
“From experiences as a military chaplain and
VA mental health clinician, I think that almost
everyone who returns from war suffers from some
kind of moral injury,” said Chaplain Bruce Brewer,
151st Air Refueling Wing chaplain. “And I do not
mean that they have done something wrong—
only that they have seen or experienced things
which violate their own sense of who they are,
their own sense of right and wrong, their own sort
of moral code or compass.”
In 2012, Toone received a phone call from a
fellow Marine who managed to track down the
family that had been driving the cars he and
his team shot at nearly 10 years earlier. After
six months of deliberating, Toone accompanied
several other Marines to meet the family face to
face. The encounter offered him some peace of
mind. The mother and daughter who survived the
firefight in 2003 gave Toone their forgiveness.
“During my chaplaincy, I’ve been blessed to
better understand the unique role faith plays in the
actual healing process,” said Brewer. “I’ve gained
insights into the principles of spiritual resiliency,
regrets, shame, mercy, forgiveness and love—
and how veterans have used them in aiding their
own recovery from injuries that are extremely
isolating, making one feel as if they weren’t a
good person, or that if anybody ever figured that
out, they’d never be loved again.”

